
 

Parish Information 

St Bartholomew’s Church is open from 9am to 5pm, Monday - Saturday   
St Christopher’s Church is open from 10am to 4pm, Tuesday - Friday    
Livestreamed services: Link to view and orders of service on the website. Church at Home 
       

Rector Revd Chris Bessant: 01428 658107 / rector@haslemereparish.org 
Curate Revd Justin Manley-Cooper:  revjustin@haslemereparish.org 
Parish Office 01428 644578 / office@haslemereparish.org (open: 9am-3pm Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri) 
 

Pastoral Visitors for December: Cathy Moore, Ruth Pattenden & Sara Smith. 
To request a visit or for any Pastoral matter please contact Rev Chris, Rev Justin or the Parish Office 
 

Further information:  
Please continue to check the website for updated information; www.haslemereparish.org   
To receive this news sheet by email contact office@haslemereparish.org   
 

Accessibility:   
Both churches have hearing loops.  Please switch hearing aids to T-coil. 
Both churches have step free access and a wheelchair is available on request. 
Large print service orders and hymn books are available—ask a sides person. 

This Sunday 4 December  

Second Sunday of Advent 
Malachi 3:1-4; Matthew 3:1-12 
 

8am Holy Communion 
St Christopher’s 

 

10am Holy Communion 
St Bartholomew’s & Livestream  
Voluntary: Winchester New by C.S. Lang  
Reading: Jennifer Sugden 
Intercessions: Dorothea Nattrass 

Week Commencing  4 Dec 
  

9am Morning Prayer:   
Monday | St Bartholomew’s  
Tuesday | St Christopher’s 
Wednesday | All Saints 

 
 
Thursday  
9am Holy Communion | St Bartholomew’s 
10am Coffee & Hearing Clinic | The Link 

Next Sunday 11 December  

Third Sunday of Advent 
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 

8am Holy Communion 
St Bartholomew’s 

 

10am Holy Communion 
St Christopher’s & Livestream  
Voluntary: Gabriel’s Message Arr. Michael 
Bedford 
Reading: Richard Taylor-Gooby 
Intercessions: Bridget Leary   

2pm Families@4 Christmas Special 
St Bartholomew’s 

https://www.haslemereparish.org/stay-at-home/live-service-streaming/
https://www.haslemereparish.org
mailto:office@haslemereparish.org


 

Malachi 3:1-4;  
3 See, I am sending my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
 
Matthew 3:1-12 
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared 
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
‘The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight.”’  
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair 
with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then 
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 10 Even now the axe 
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing-fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing-floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.’ 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes 
again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God.  

Post Communion Prayer 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first 
coming that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord  



 

Parish Prayers for w/c Sunday 4 December 

A Thought for Sunday (Malachi 3:1-2) 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord who you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple.  The messenger of the covenant  in whom you 
delight - he is coming , says the Lord of hosts.   But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears?   For He is like a refiner's fire and like 
fuller's soap" 
 
Malachi warns his hearers of the coming judgment in words that remind us of Handel's 
Messiah.   For "he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap”. Like one who burns away 
the dross in order to refine gold, God will burn away all the evil within us. Like one who 
uses harsh soap to clean a garment, God will bleach out the stains that sin leaves in us. 
Refining gold and cleaning clothes are positive activities, but from the perspective of 
the gold and the clothing, the process holds the prospect of much pain.  In this Advent 
text, we are far from Bethlehem and strains of “Away in a Manger”, and must put our 
spiritual houses in order. 
     
For our World, our Local Ministry Work and Schools 

• In this season of Advent we ask God to inspire us towards a new relationship 
with him.  Lord, enter into our lives afresh, take from us our fears and failures, 
that we may live lives according the good news of your son Jesus Christ. 

• We pray for the team who are hosting the Haslemere Parish stall at the 
Christmas Market this Sunday.  May God grant to them many chanced to speak 
with people and invite them to stay in touch with the church. 

• We share in concern over the National Health service and their work.  At a time 
of great strain on staff and patience, we pray for relief and understanding by the 
authorities and the people of the UK. 

• We give thanks for those who serve in worship each Sunday, both children and 
adults.  Their careful duties help us to share together in the Holy Communion with 
dignity and grace.  

Those Sick and Suffering:  

Liz Hawkins, Joan Pankhurst, Mike Pavia, Matthew Hyde and Andrew Lee.  

Rest In Peace:   

 

Upcoming Life Events: 
Sunday 18 Dec 12pm at St Bartholomew’s Baptism of Hollie & Arabella Arthur 



 

Parish Notices 
Hunter Centre Carol Service, Thursday 8 December 7pm at St Christopher’s 
Do come and join us for our Carol Service in aid of the Hunter Centre. Featuring the 
Winterbourne Singers, with music, poems, mulled wine and mince pies. Tickets are 
£12.50. To book, please contact Elaine Clement 01428 645710 / 
manager@thehuntercentre.co.uk  
 

Christingle helpers 
Help is needed to prepare the Christingles for the service on Christmas Eve. We plan to 
put these together on Thursday 22nd December from 10am at the Link. If you are able 
to help for all or just part of the day, please let Victoria know; 
families@haslemereparish.org  
 

Carol Services  
Sunday 18th December is the day for our traditional Carol Services in both St 
Christopher’s (4pm) and St Bartholomew’s (6pm).  Each service tells the story of the 
long awaited Messiah and the glorious story of Bethlehem, accompanied by all the 
favourite Christmas Carols.  Do please join us to sing before God in thanks for the hope 
and new life of his Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Christmas Window Competition 
The Parish sponsored Christmas Window competition returns for its third year, 
supporting the town retailers by encouraging people to visit and shop locally in 
Haslemere. Many windows are already in place and the Community Vote is open 
online now—so please do come and view the shops’ festive efforts and vote for your 
favourite! Christmas Window Community Vote. 
 

Haslemere Food Bank - hot meals in December & Christmas Collection 
On Thursday 22nd December, the food bank will be serving hot meals between 6-
7:30pm to anyone eligible for food bank vouchers. To reserve a space, please contact 
Oli by phone or text: 07921 775 966. 
The Food Bank has also launched its Christmas Appeal for food and toys/books to 
make up Christmas packs. Details here: Food Bank Christmas 
 

Remembrance Collection—the two services at St Bartholomew’s & St Christopher’s 
raised £611 for the Royal British Legion. Many thanks to all for their generosity. 
 

Junior Choir Concert at the Methodist Church - please note that this has been cancelled 

Advent & Christmas Services 
Sunday 18 Dec 4pm & 6pm Carol Services   St Christopher’s / St Bartholomew’s 
Christmas Eve 3pm & 4:30pm Christingle & Nativity St Bartholomew’s 
    11:30pm Midnight Mass    St Bartholomew’s 
Christmas Day 9:30 & 11am Family Communion St Bartholomew’s / St Christopher’s  

mailto:families@haslemereparish.org
https://www.haslemereparish.org/caring/christmas-window-competition/
https://www.haslemereparish.org/content/pages/documents/food-bank-christmas-appeal-2022.pdf

