
Hymns – 4 December

 

 

51  

   1  The Lord will come and not be slow, 

   his footsteps cannot err ;  

  before him righteousness shall go, 

   his royal harbinger. 

   2  Truth from the earth, like to a flower, 

   shall bud and blossom then ;  

  and justice, from her heavenly bower, 

   look down on mortal men. 

   3  Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might, 

   this wicked earth redress ;  

  for thou art he who shalt by right 

   the nations all possess. 

   4  The nations all whom thou hast made 

   shall come, and all shall frame 

  to bow them low before thee, Lord, 

   and glorify thy name. 

   5  For great thou art, and wonders great 

   by thy strong hand are done :  

  thou in thy everlasting seat 

   remainest God alone. 

 

646  

   1   God is working his purpose out, 

  as year succeeds to year, 

 God is working his purpose out, 

  and the time is drawing near ;  

 nearer and nearer draws the time, 

  the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled with the glory 

of God 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

   2  From utmost east to utmost west, 

  wherever feet have trod, 

 by the mouth of many messengers 

  goes forth the voice of God, 

 ‘Give ear to me, ye continents, 

  ye isles, give ear to me, 

that the earth may be filled with the glory 

of God 

  as the waters cover the sea.’ 

   

 

 3  What can we do to work God's work, 

  to prosper and increase 

 the love of God in all mankind, 

  the reign of the Prince of peace ?  

 What can we do to hasten the time, 

  the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled with the glory 

of God 

  as the waters cover the sea ?  

   4   March we forth in the strength of God, 

  with the banner of Christ unfurled, 

that the light of the glorious gospel of 

truth 

  may shine throughout the world ;  

 fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, 

  to set their captives free, 

that the earth may be filled with the glory 

of God 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

   5   All we can do is nothing worth 

  unless God blesses the deed ;  

 vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 

  till God gives life to the seed ;  

 yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 

  the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled with the glory 

of God 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 



 

 

 

32  

   1  Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 

   and manifest thy virgin-birth :  

  let every age adoring fall ;  

   such birth befits the God of all. 

   2  Begotten of no human will, 

   but of the Spirit, thou art still 

  the Word of God, in flesh arrayed, 

   the Saviour, now to us displayed. 

   3  From God the Father he proceeds, 

   to God the Father back he speeds, 

  runs out his course to death and hell, 

   returns on God's high throne to dwell. 

* 4  O equal to thy Father, thou !  

   Gird on thy fleshly mantle now, 

  the weakness of our mortal state 

   with deathless might invigorate. 

   5  Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 

 and darkness glow with new-born light, 

no more shall night extinguish day, 

 where love's bright beams their power 

display. 

   6  O Jesu, virgin-born, to thee 

   eternal praise and glory be, 

  whom with the Father we adore 

   and Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

46  

   1  On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

   announces that the Lord is nigh ;  

  awake and hearken, for he brings 

   glad tidings from the King of kings. 

   2  Then cleansed be every breast from sin ;  

   make straight the way for God within ;  

  prepare we in our hearts a home, 

   where such a mighty guest may come. 

   3  For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

   our refuge and our great reward ;  

  without thy grace we waste away, 

   like flowers that wither and decay. 

   4  To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 

   and bid the fallen sinner stand ;  

  shine forth, and let thy light restore 

   earth's own true loveliness once more. 

   5  All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

   whose advent sets thy people free, 

  whom with the Father we adore, 

   and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 

 

 

 

 


