
THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

Who was Mark? 

We cannot be certain exactly who Mark was, but church tradition from the very earliest times identifies John Mark 

(“John, also called Mark,” Ac 12:12,25; 15:37) as the author.  John Mark was a travelling companion with Paul on his 

early missionary journeys.  Literary evidence suggests that he wrote his gospel somewhere 50AD-60AD. 

How does Mark tell his story? 

A good way to summarise Mark’s gospel is to say that Mark first identifies Jesus as the Son of God who was sufficient 

to die for us, taking away our sins.  The very first line of Mark asserts that Jesus is the Son of God, Mark then 

proceeds to back that claim up with evidence.  The pivotal point in the story is when Peter answers Jesus’ question 

‘who do people say that I am?  (8:29-30) Peter identifies him as ‘The Christ’.  Everything that follows is Mark 

recording Jesus journey to the cross, death and resurrection. 

What are Mark’s style and emphasis? 

The Son of God 

 Mark describes Jesus as the Son of God eight times. 

Mark’s Literary Pace 

Mark’s gospel seems to rush around between places and events.  The word immediately appears more than 40 

times!  Mark also strings sentences together using ‘and’.  Mark’s gospel is also the shortest.    

Discipleship 

Mark seems to have been writing to gentiles (non-Jews), perhaps in Rome, because he explains Jewish customs.  

Make also seems to have an interest in persecution and martyrdom, a subject highly relevant to Christians in Rome.  

This might explain why discipleship is an important concept in Mark.  The word translated ‘to follow’ occurs 

frequently in terms of following Jesus.  Also, on the road to the cross, teaching and statements about discipleship 

come more frequently, using phrases such as ‘whoever does this’, or ‘anyone who does that’. 

Other notable aspects 

Use of Mark’s gospel by Matthew and Luke 

Literary evidence strongly suggests that Mark’s gospel was written first, then heavily reused by Matthew and Luke.  

There are 661 verses in Mark, and 601 of these are paralleled in Matthew and/or Luke.  97% of the words found in 

Mark found in Matthew; 88% in Luke. 

The abrupt ending 

Mark’s gospel ends abruptly, which seems quite odd when you read or hear it.  It has been suggested that the 

original ending has been lost.  A longer ending does exists, but is almost certainly a later addition by the early church. 

The messianic secret 

Mark often record Jesus warning people not to tell people that he is the Messiah (8:30).  The best explanation for 

this is that the title was loaded with Jewish patriotic expectations.  The Messiah was to be a revolutionary leader, not 

a teacher.  This sort of expectation would have made Jesus highly misunderstood and hindered his purposes. 



Outline 

• The Beginnings of Jesus’ Ministry (1:1–13)  

o His Forerunner (1:1–8) 

o His Baptism (1:9–11) 

o His Temptation (1:12–13) 

• Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (1:14—6:29)  

o Early Galilean Ministry (1:14—3:12)  

1. Call of the first disciples (1:14–20) 

2. Miracles in Capernaum (1:21–34) 

3. Preaching and healing in Galilee (1:35–45) 

4. Ministry in Capernaum (2:1–22) 

5. Sabbath controversy (2:23—3:12) 

o Later Galilean Ministry (3:13—6:29)  

1. Choosing the 12 apostles (3:13–19) 

2. Teachings in Capernaum (3:20–35) 

3. Parables of the kingdom (4:1–34) 

4. Calming the Sea of Galilee (4:35–41) 

5. Healing a demon-possessed man (5:1–20) 

6. More Galilean miracles (5:21–43) 

7. Unbelief in Jesus’ hometown (6:1–6) 

8. Six apostolic teams preach and heal in Galilee (6:7–13) 

9. King Herod’s reaction to Jesus’ ministry (6:14–29) 

• Strategic Withdrawals from Galilee (6:30—9:29)  

o To the Eastern Shore of the Sea of Galilee (6:30–52) 

o To the Western Shore of the Sea (6:53—7:23) 

o To Syrian Phoenicia (7:24–30) 

o To the Region of the Decapolis (7:31—8:10) 

o To the Vicinity of Caesarea Philippi (8:11–30) 

o To the Mount of Transfiguration (8:31—9:29) 

• Final Ministry in Galilee (9:30–50) 

• Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (ch. 10)  

o Teaching concerning Divorce and Children (10:1–16) 

o The Rich Young Man (10:17–31) 

o A Request of Two Brothers (10:32–45) 

o Restoration of Bartimaeus’s Sight (10:46–52) 

• The Passion of Jesus (chs. 11–15)  

o The Triumphal Entry (11:1–11) 

o The Clearing of the Temple (11:12–19) 

o Concluding Controversies with Jewish Leaders (11:20—12:44) 

o Signs of the End of the Age (ch. 13) 

o The Anointing of Jesus (14:1–11) 

o The Lord’s Supper (14:12–26) 

o The Arrest, Trial and Death of Jesus (14:27—15:47) 

• The Resurrection of Jesus (ch. 16) 


